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Development implies reorganization modification innovation 
of the existing institutional structures. It is a multifaceted 
phenomenon that may be understood as political, social, economic, 
physical, spiritual, emotional and intellectual, reorganization in 
accordance with its span and use. In the process of development 
the main participants and the beneficiaries are the people. People 
are not only flesh and blood but are a part of a value and cultural 
system.
Development has an inherent functional value in raising the socio-
economic standard and the life style of the citizens as it aims 
to provide basic needs to all, particularly to deprived sections 
of the society. The supreme aim of development should be to 
improve the quality of life for its citizens and to guarantee social 
justice. The functional aspect of development demands constant 
planning, programming to harmonize desired objectives with 
available resources.
However, development may have a multitude of functional aspects 
as well as an equal number of dysfunctional aspects. Development 
activities may bring happiness to some misery to others, may 
motivate some alienate others. It may influence various aspects 
of human life. A considerable degree of conflict and contradiction 
is the product of the process of development.
The consequences of development may be myriad and varied, 
positive and negative. Development process may find itself in a 
quagmire of contradictory consequences. Erosion of authority, 
delegitimization of established institutions and disenchantment 
with the existing processes of change and development contribute 
to problems of violence-lawlessness-crime. Whenever something 
impresses us as being dreadful we say, “Isn’t it a crime”. To call any 
shocking or socially injurious happening a crime reveals popular 
rather than scientific use of the term. In technical usage, crime is 
any violation of the It refers to an act defined as punishable under 
the statutes of the country.   Since there are thousands of laws, 
there are variety of ways of becoming a criminal. 

A. Society and Development
The world is coming to recognize the interdependence of security 
and development issues. Moral imperatives aside, poverty 
is no longer acceptable for reasons of simple common safety. 
Technology and globalization have made it possible for even the 
most marginalized groups to pose a threat to the most powerful. 
Areas allowed to descend into social disarray generate, and provide 
refuge for, organized criminals and political militants. Global 
security requires global development.
The problem is that the opposite is also true: development requires 
security. Investors do not put their money in places where the 
rule of law does not prevail. Skilled labour does not reside in 
countries where personal safety is at risk. Crime and corruption 
are derailing attempts to address the global polarization of wealth, 
as people choose not to invest their lives or their money where 
they are insecure. For the poor that remain, the threat of crime 
retards their efforts to better themselves, as they structure their 
activities around avoiding victimization. Trust among countrymen 
is lost, and with it goes social cohesion. Cynicism about the ability 
to succeed within the law breeds further insecurity, and whole 

regions can find themselves locked into a downward spiral of 
victimization and social disinvestment.
Further, crime and corruption undermine democracy itself. The 
primary responsibility of the state is to ensure citizen security, and 
when it fails to establish basic internal order, it loses the confidence 
of the people. When civil servants and elected officials come to be 
viewed as part of the crime problem, citizens effectively disown 
their government. They become subjects rather than citizens. 
Whatever role the state might play in development is seriously 
challenged by the loss of popular support.
It is therefore imperative that crime be addressed as a key 
development issue. Until threats to life and property can be brought 
to acceptable levels, developing countries with serious crime 
problems will struggle to gain the public confidence needed for 
forward progress. A foundational level of order must be established 
before development objectives can be realized.
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has considered 
these issues in a previous publication, Crime and Development 
in Africa (2005). It now turns its attention to another region that 
has not developed as quickly as had been hoped: Central America. 
While this region is better off than Africa for a variety of reasons, 
it also suffers from high levels of crime and violence And  as the 
World Bank noted in 1997, “…crime and violence have emerged 
in recent years as major obstacles to the realization of development 
objectives in Latin America and the Caribbean.’’ Since that time, 
the crime situation appears to have worsened in many respects. 
Due to its geographic location between the world’s cocaine suppliers 
and its main consumers, Central America has been exposed to 
exogenous organized crime pressures that would be challenging 
for countries many times as large. Unfortunately, the region is 
particularly vulnerable to incursion by organized crime due to a 
range of domestic factors, and this report opens by considering 
several of these, including social and economic pressures, lack of 
law enforcement capacity, and a history of conflict or authoritarian 
rule. It then looks at the nature of organized crime and violence 
in the region in some detail. Finally, it considers how the crime 
problem is undermining development efforts.

B. Point of Vulnerability: Underdevelopment 
Underdevelopment does not cause crime, and the poorest nations 
and individuals are not always the most crime prone. In Central 
America, the safest countries are arguably the richest (Costa Rica) 
and the poorest (Nicaragua). But there are several aspects of 
underdevelopment which, in the absence of countervailing points 
of resilience, make it more likely that a country will experience 
high crime rates. Unfortunately, many of these vulnerabilities are 
present in Central America.
While the countries of this region are not wealthy, studies of the 
correlates of crime have found that the distribution of wealth in a 
society is actually more significant than raw poverty in predicting 
violence levels.
It has been argued that stark wealth disparities provide criminals 
with both a justification (addressing social injustice) and an 
opportunity (wealth to steal) for their activities, as well as generating 
“expressive violence.” Central America is one of the most unequal 
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regions in the world, alongside South America and Southern 
Africa. Four of the seven Central American countries rank among 
the world’s most unequal in terms of income distribution. 
Feelings of resentment around inequality are often exacerbated 
when class divisions fall along ethnic lines, as they often do: 
European-descended people are far less likely to experience 
poverty than indigenous or African-descended people in many 
countries in this region.  Unemployment, especially among urban 
young men who have left school, has also been associated with 
crime levels. Several nations in this region show high levels of 
idle youth, as secondary enrolment rates are less than 50% and the 
urban economies are not growing fast enough to absorb population 
growth. These young men may be subject to cooption by street 
gangs and other forms of organized crime.
Economic development is a broad term that generally refers to 
the sustained, concerted effort of policymakers and community to 
promote the standard of living and economic health in a 
specific area. Such effort can involve multiple areas including 
development of human capital, critical infrastructure, 
regional competitiveness, environmental sustainability, social 
inclusion, health, safety, literacy, and other initiatives. It should be 
noted that economic development differs from economic growth. 
Whereas economic development is a policy intervention endeavor 
with aims of economic and social well-being of people, economic 
growth is a phenomenon of market productivity and rise in GDP. 
Consequently, as economist Amartya Sen points out: “economic 
growth is one aspect of the process of economic development.”  
The scope of economic development includes the process and 
policies by which a nation improves the economic, political, and 
social well-being of its people. 
The University of Iowa’s Center for International Finance and 
Development states that: ‘Economic development’ is a term that 
economists, politicians, and others have used frequently in the 
20th century. The concept, however, has been in existence in the 
West for centuries. Modernization, Westernization, and especially 
Industrialization are other terms people have used when discussing 
economic development. Although no one is sure when the concept 
originated, most people agree that development is closely bound up 
with the evolution of capitalism and the demise of feudalism. 
Mansell and Wehn also state that economic development has 
been understood since the World War II to involve economic 
growth, namely the increases in per capita income, and attainment 
of a standard of living equivalent to that of industrialized 
countries. Economy development can also be considered as a 
static theory that documents the state of economy at a certain time. 
According to Schumpeter (2003), the changes in this equilibrium 
state to document in economic theory can only be caused by 
intervening factors coming from the outside. 

II. Social Science Research
The study of economic development by social scientists encompasses 
theories of industrial/economic modernization causes, the historical 
phases or waves of economic development, and the organizational 
aspects of enterprise development in modern societies. Economic 
development embraces sociological research on a variety of 
topics including: business organization, enterprise development, 
evolution of markets and management, and cross-national 
comparisons of industrial organization patterns. One example 
inquiry would be: “Why are levels of direct foreign investment 
and labour productivity significantly higher in some countries 
than in others?” 
In economics, the study of economic development was borne 

out of an extension to traditional economics that focused entirely 
on national product, or the aggregate output of goods and services. 
Economic development was concerned in the expansion of 
people’s entitlements and their corresponding capabilities, 
morbidity, nourishment, literacy, education, and other socio-
economic indicators. Borne out of the backdrop of Keynesian, 
advocating government intervention, and neoclassical economics, 
stressing reduced intervention, with rise of high-growth countries 
(Singapore, South Korea, Hong Kong) and planned governments 
(Argentina, Chile, Sudan, Uganda), economic development, 
more generally development economics, emerged amidst these 
mid-20th century theoretical interpretations of how economies 
prosper. Also, economist Albert O. Hirschman, a major contributor 
to development economics, asserted that economic development 
grew to concentrate on the poor regions of the world, primarily 
in Africa, Asia and Latin America yet on the outpouring of 
fundamental ideas and models. 

III. Growth and Development
Dependency theorists argue that poor countries have sometimes 
experienced economic growth with little or no economic 
development initiatives; for instance, in cases where they have 
functioned mainly as resource-providers to wealthy industrialized 
countries. There is an opposing argument, however, that growth 
causes development because some of the increase in income 
gets spent on human development such as education and 
health. Economic growth and human development is a two-
way relationship. Moreover, the first chain consists of economic 
growth benefiting human development with GNP. Specifically, 
GNP increases human development by expenditure from families, 
government and organizations such as NGOs. With the rise in 
economic growth, families and individuals will likely increase 
expenditures with heightened incomes, which in turn leads to 
growth in human development? Further, with the increased 
consumption, health and education grow, also contributing to 
economic growth.  
In addition to increasing private incomes, economic growth also 
generates additional resources that can be used to improve social 
services (such as healthcare, safe drinking water, etc.). By 
generating additional resources for social services, unequal income 
distribution will be mitigated as such social services are distributed 
equally across each community, thereby benefiting each individual. 
Thus, increasing living standards for the public.Concisely, 
the relationship between human development and economic 
development can be explained in three ways. First, increase in 
average income leads to improvement in health and nutrition 
(known as Capability Expansion through Economic Growth). 
Second, it is believed that social outcomes can only be improved 
by reducing income poverty (known as Capability Expansion 
through Poverty Reduction). Lastly, social outcomes can also be 
improved with essential services such as education, healthcare, 
and clean drinking water (known as Capability Expansion through 
Social Services). 

IV. Goals
In the United States, Project Socrates outlined competitiveness as 
the driving factor for successful economic development 
in government and industry. By addressing technology 
directly, to meet customer needs, competitiveness was fostered 
in the surrounding environment and resulted in greater 
economic performance and sustained growth. Economic 
development typically involves improvements in a variety of 
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indicators such as literacy rates, life expectancy, and poverty 
rates. GDP does not take into account other aspects such as 
leisure time, environmental quality, freedom, or social justice; 
alternative measures of economic well-being have been proposed 
(more). Essentially, a country’s economic development is related 
to its human development, which encompasses, among other 
things, health and education. These factors are, however, closely 
related to economic growth so that development and growth often 
go together. 

V. Regional Policy
In its broadest sense, policies of economic development encompass 
three major areas:
Governments undertaking to meet broad economic objectives such 
as price stability, high employment, and sustainable growth. Such 
efforts includemonetary and fiscal policies, regulation of financial 
institutions, trade, and tax policies.
Programs that provide infrastructure and services such 
as highways, parks, affordable housing, crime prevention, 
and K–12 education.
Job creation and retention through specific efforts in 
business finance, marketing, neighborhood development, workforce 
development, small businessdevelopment, business retention and 
expansion, technology transfer, and real estate development. 
This third category is a primary focus of economic development 
professionals.
One growing understanding in economic development is the 
promotion of regional clusters and a thriving metropolitan 
economy. In today’s global landscape, location is vitally 
important and becomes a key in competitive advantage. The 
cluster of similar industries, specialties, skilled labor force, and 
technologies help lower transaction costs and foster a growing 
environment of commerce, entrepreneurship, exports, and other 
market productive activities. Additionally, local services such as 
restaurants, stores, and trades experience growth as well, helping 
to develop a vibrant region for the wider community.[14] Even 
the U.S.’s Economic Development Administration recognizes the 
importance of clusters with their continued Regional Innovation 
Clusters initiative which aims to “create jobs and grow the 
economy” through the geographic concentrations of industries and 
firms in their need for talent, technology, and infrastructure.  

VI. Organization
Economic development has evolved into a professional industry 
of highly specialized practitioners. The practitioners have two 
key roles: one is to provide leadership in policy-making, and the 
other is to administer policy, programs, and projects. Economic 
development practitioners generally work in public offices 
on the state, regional, or municipal level, or in public-private 
partnerships organizations that may be partially funded by local, 
regional, state, or federal tax money. These economic development 
organizations (EDO’s) function as individual entities and in some 
cases as departments of local governments. Their role is to seek 
out new economic opportunities and retain their existing business 
wealth. There are numerous other organizations whose primary 
function is not economic development work in partnership with 
economic developers. They include the news media, foundations, 
utilities, schools, health care providers, faith-based organizations, 
and colleges, universities, and other education or research 
institutions.

VII. International Economic Development Council
With more than 20,000 professional economic developers employed 
world wide in this highly specialized industry, the International 
Economic Development Council (IEDC) headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. is a non-profit organization dedicated to helping 
economic developers do their job more effectively and raising 
the profile of the profession. With over 4,500 members across 
the US and internationally, serving exclusively the economic 
development community, IEDC membership represents the entire 
range of the profession ranging from regional, state, local, rural, 
urban, and international economic development organizations, 
as well as chambers of commerce, technology development 
agencies, utility companies, educational institutions, consultants 
and redevelopment authorities. Many individual states also have 
associations comprising economic development professionals, 
who work closely with IEDC. 

VIII. Community Competition
One unintended consequence of economic development is the 
intense competition between communities, states, and nations 
for new economic development projects in today’s globalized 
world. With the struggle to attract and retain business, competition 
is further intensified by the use of many variations of economic 
incentives to the potential business such as: tax incentives, 
investment capital, donated land, and many others. IEDC places 
significant attention on the various activities undertaken by 
economic development organizations to help them compete and 
sustain vibrant communities.
Additionally, the use of community profiling tools 
and database templates to measure community assets versus 
other communities is also an important aspect of economic 
development. Job creation, economic output, and increase in 
taxable basis are the most common measurement tools. When 
considering measurement, too much emphasis has been placed 
on economic developers for “not creating jobs.” However, the 
reality is that economic developers do not typically create jobs, 
but facilitate the process for existing businesses and start-ups to 
do so. Therefore, the economic developer must make sure that 
there are sufficient economic development programs in place to 
assist the businesses achieve their goals. Those types of programs 
are usually policy-created and can be local, regional, statewide 
and national in nature.
The growth of crime and deviance and its accelerating momentum 
is an undeniable world-wide phenomenon. A glance at the statistics 
on crime in different countries allowing all omissions and errors 
proves this hypothesis and speaks for its pervasive and persistent 
increasing trend.  Increasing rates of criminality disrupt economic 
and social processes, threaten social welfare systems and reduce 
(impair) the quality of life of average citizens. Moreover, crime is 
expensive. 1t has an economic impact on the struggling economies 
of developing countries - by diversifying assets and reducing 
productivity. There has been the emergence of new types of crime 
during the last decade which is a most disturbing factor in the lives 
of millions of people violence as a form of political protest has 
proliferated as never before; the pervasive trend of goondaism 
in politics; the kidnapping of politicians, eminent persons; the 
assassinations of leaders, terrorism, drugs, etc.
No doubt, a crime is both normal and functional. No society 
could completely be exempt from it (Ourkheim, 1964). “Every 
society is static as well as dynamic and manifests change through 
organisation and disorganization” (Comte, 1913). An aspect of 
change i.e. disorganization is the causative factor of crime and 
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delinquency. When it is considered as normal, the causative factor 
of crime is also inherent in the society. Criminal behaviour is 
a reaction of human nature and human experience to the total 
situation such as social, economic and political.
Development is a complex process and it requires a critical 
combination of various factors to be brought about. It brings about 
structural transformation. Development cannot be considered 
synonymous with economic development as it has political 
and social dimensions. Nevertheless the economic aspect of 
development has occupied a pivotal position and has influenced 
all other aspects.
Development means more laws and regulations, so more offences 
and penalties for non-compliance. High standards of living mean 
more ownership of material possessions so increased theft, 
burglary, robbery and extortion. People crowded in the new 
mass societies suffer to a great extent from personal insecurity 
and become more vulnerable to crime. There can be no real 
development without increased opportunities and implications for 
crime, no development without disturbing older systems, increased 
disturbance of domestic, social stability leading to all kinds of 
problems of readjustment and readaptation. Increase in crime is 
only to be expected in the developing world when juxtaposed 
with the increase in population and -the fact that there is every 
indication of significant” economic development. Development 
also may mean an increase in competition, aggressive methods, 
inordinate materialism and pleasure seeking. The drive to improve 
living standards, to obtain greater profits and expanding markets 
has also been responsible for the criminal pursuit of wealth and 
power. It will, therefore, not be surprising that this development 
is marked by rising rates of crime.
The more industrialized and developed a country is the higher is 
the level of criminality and vice-versa . Higher levels of crime have 
thus become established as a reflex of affluence. The experience 
of the western nations is evidence of this kind of effect.
Today “levels of crime” are being used as one of the indicators in 
assessing the quality of life and prosperity of a nation. The degree 
of criminality seems to be linked directly to the technological 
cultural advancement and economic prosperity of the nation. A 
perplexing and major concern of all societies today is the uninhibited 
growth of crime whereby this  phenomena could become abnormal 
and dysfunctional. Developing countries today have to handle 
development and higher levels of criminality along with it. As a 
shadow follows a person crime may follow prosperity.
According to the report of the United States President’s Commission 
on Law Enforcement, “Social and economic conditions cause 
crime. Crime flourishes and has always flourished in city slums and 
in those neighborhoods wherever crowding, economic deprivation, 
social descriptions and social dissimilation are endemic. Crime 
also flourishes in conditions of affluence where there exists a keen 
desire for material goods and many opportunities to acquire them 
illegally. Crime flourishes when there are many restless, relatively 
footloose young people in the population. Crime flourishes when 
standards of morality are changing rapidly” (1976).

IX. Society and Crime
The English word “society” emerged in the 15th century and is 
derived from the French société. In political science, the term is 
often used to mean the totality of human relationships, generally 
in contrast to the State, i.e., the apparatus of rule or government 
within a territory. In the social sciences such as sociology, society 
has been use to mean a group of people that form a semi-closed 
social system, in which most interactions are with other individuals 

belonging to the group. Society is sometimes contrasted with 
culture. 
Technically society is not simply an assosciation of various 
ethnic, religious, linguistic, caste and regional collectivities. It 
is quite complex in terms of differenciation in each one of the 
collectivities and their socio-cultural specificities. In our study we 
will basically focus upon the Indian society. So in context of India 
it is a plural society both in letter and in spirit. A grand synthesis 
of cultures, religion and languages of the people belonging to 
different communities. National unity and integrity have been 
maintained even though sharp economic and social inequalities 
have obstructed the emergence of egalitatrian social relation. It 
is this synthesis that has made India a unique mosaic of cultures. 
India is infact a panorama of its own type without a parallel in 
other continents. Foreign invasions, immigrations from other parts 
of the world and the existence of diverse languages, cultures and 
religions have made india’s culture tolerant, on the one hand, and 
a unique continuing and living culture with its specificity and 
historicity on the other. 

X. Historcity of Unity in Diversity 
The Indian culture traditon is unique. The notions of dharma 
(normative order), karma (personal moral commitment) and jati 
(caste) as hierarchial principles of social stratification are the 
basic elements of Indian culture. Certain levels of configuration 
of these elements and consensus have brought about persistance 
and equilibrium in the Indian society, and hence no major 
breakdown has taken place in its lecture. This cultural system 
is not a permananent nature, it keeps on changing. It is said that 
changes is in the cultural system, and not of the system. In other 
words basic culture and soial values and norms still continue with 
some modification. The values of the dharma, karma, and jati still 
continue to guide social and cultural activities to a large extent. 
Social change occurs in the structure and cuture of a society 
through internal external factors. Th e structure of a society refers 
to infrastructural facilities, their distribution among people and 
people access to them.since the structure and culture of a society 
are static, social change is an inevitable process. The direction of 
social change can be upward or downward, linear, multilinear, or 
cyclical. Social change can occur in the form of progression or 
regression. Thus, social changes refer to shifts in the structure and 
culture of a given society. Generally social change is value-neutral, 
but sometimes it occurs in the form of ideological expressions 
of conservative or radical in nature. Change is also cumulative, 
particularly in the field of science and technology. 
Besides being cumulative and evolutionary change is also a 
cyclical and curve-like phenomenon. since tradition and modernity 
coexists, continuity and change are empirical facets of social 
life. Tradition and continuity because all societies need a certain 
amount of stability and social checks. Modernity and change are 
required to attain new levels of knowledge and technical know-
how to meet the changing demands and challenges. Despite of 
the nature of Indian culture, which is very binding that, it, holds 
all its citizens together in one single thread of values and norms. 
But in current scenario the common man is being complacent 
and henceforth deviating from the above mentioned just to suit 
his temporary level of convenience. Now what do we imply by 
this Deviation? 
Deviance describes actions or behaviors that violate cultural norms 
including formally-enacted rules (e.g., crime) as well as informal 
violations of social norms (e.g., nose-picking). The sociology of 
deviance involves a number of theorems that seek to accurately 
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describe trends and patterns that lie within social deviance, to help 
better understand societal behavior. It is the remit of sociologists 
and criminologists to study how these norms are created; how 
they change over time; and how they are enforced. There are three 
broad sociological classes describing deviant behaviour: Structural 
functionalism; Symbolic interactionism; and Conflict theory.
Every human being by nature has two qualities one social and 
the other anti-social. And this anti- social element prevalent in 
each human being leads to events known as Crimes. It affects the 
victims, perpetrators and their families and results in deprivation 
of the rights and dignity of citizens, and poses a threat to peaceful 
resolution of differences and rightful participation of all in the 
democratic process as it poses great threat to the emerging 
democracy. And that is why more prisons are being built around 
the world because there is not enough room to hold inmates. 
The rights and freedoms, which the constitution entrenches, are 
threatened every time a citizen becomes a victim of crime.When 
reflecting on society’s defences against crime, criminologists 
and sociologists usually distinguish between two main systems 
of control, formal and informal.  Formal social control has the 
purpose of defining, punishing and deterring crime and is exerted 
principally through the law and the criminal justice system.  
Informal social control attempts to induce conformity through 
people’s routine supervision of each other’s behavior, reinforced 
by rule making, admonition, and censure.
It is well understood that these two principal forms of social control 
are interdependent. The law and criminal justice system define 
and regulate the outer limits of unacceptable conduct, most of 
which is kept within bounds by the day-to-day exercise of informal 
controls. Without being backed up by the law and the criminal 
justice system, however, these informal controls would soon lose 
their force. Some people also argue that criminal behavior is due 
to environment, others believe that it is genetic, and yet others 
think that it has to do with personality. Alfred Adler said in 1998 
“The children who failed to solve the vital problem of social 
interest and who lack cooperation and a desire for contributing 
to the well-being of others will always meet significant problems 
later, during their adult years and this could very well include 
personality problems or criminal behavior.”
For the purpose of providing a peaceful and safe society the 
government has made an attempt to reduce crime by funding 
programs such as prevention and intervention for youth at risk, as 
well as rehabilitation and reformation for prisoners. The youngest 
in the list are Crime Prevention Strategies.
Most fundamentally, these strategies require that government 
moves beyond a mode of crisis management and reaction. 
Government must ensure that effective planning and sustainable 
success in reducing crime will reach well into the next century. 
The government rely on a strategic framework which include 4 
pillars, namely

PILLAR 1:
The Criminal Justice Process aims to make the criminal justice 
system more efficient and effective. It must provide a sure and 
clear deterrent for criminals and reduce the risks of reoffending.

PILLAR 2:
Reducing Crime through Environmental Design focuses on 
designing systems to reduce the opportunity for crime and increase 
the ease of detection and identification of criminals.

PILLAR 3:
Public Values and Education concern initiatives aimed at 
changing the way communities react to crime and violence. 
It involves programmes which utilize public education and 
information in facilitating meaningful citizen participation in 
crime prevention.

PILLAR 4:
Trans-national crime programmes aim at improving the controls 
over cross border traffic related to crime and reducing the refuge, 
which the region offenders to international criminal syndicates.
These pillars are intended to provide a basis for the development 
of crime prevention initiatives at centre and state levels, as well as 
through civil society initiatives. The most common and prevalent 
crime which is rapidly increasing because of the global phenomena 
of Liberalization, Globalization, and Privatization is Child Abuse. 
Juvenile delinquency is becoming more common. Since America 
is the most developed and powerful country in the world, we will 
see what is the trend of this crime in that country.
The Federal Bureau of Investigation Report (1993) noted that one 
violent crime (e.g. aggravated assault, murder) was committed 
every 22 seconds in 1992, and 15% of those arrested for such 
crimes were under the age of 18.
Not only was this, the number of arrests for youth age 12 and 
younger, in 1996, 250,000. For youth age 13 and 14, the number 
was 671,900; and youth age 15 and older accounted for 1,929,800 
arrests

XI. Child Abuse in India
As in other countries, children in India who are victims of sexual 
abuse are more often than not raped or abused by family members, 
close friends or relatives. Servants, teachers and babysitters are 
also known to have abused children under their care. Sexual abuse 
can harm the psychological health of the child. In addition to 
suffering from the trauma of abuse, sexually abused children are 
stigmatized by Indian society. They then grow up carrying the 
heavy burden of this label, which often contributes to their decision 
to enter prostitution. A related issue is that adolescent girls who 
are victims of sexual abuse often become pregnant as a result, 
contributing to a growing incidence of young, unwed mothers.
The estimated number of children in prostitution in India’s 
metropolitan cities varies. Figures range from 270,000 to 400,000. 
The exact figure will no doubt never be known, but it is clear that 
there are many children being sexually exploited in India. By 
most estimates, about 20 per cent of these children are brought in 
annually from Nepal. The factors and reasons that bring children 
into sex rackets vary by region. In Goa, a growing number of 
paedophiles sexually exploit young children, especially boys. 
Increasing numbers of minors, both boys
and girls, are also finding their way to the red light areas of the 
state and into seaside bars.
There they are used to attract tourists and increase business for 
the hotel industry. The main suppliers of young girls to the Goa 
market are the poverty stricken districts of rural Karnataka.

A. Child Abuse Ratio in India
1 out of 3 girls and 1 out of 10 boys sexually abused as children 1. 
(Tata Inst. of Social Sciences survey in 1985)
348 girl students in Bangalore’s eleven schools and colleges 2. 
were surveyed by a group called Samveda.
83% eve-teased, 13% of these sexually-harassed when under 3. 
10 years of age
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47% molested, 15% of these when under 10 years of age4. 
15% seriously sexually assaulted, 31% of these when under 5. 
10 years of age (75% abusers were family members)
50% of child abuse cases happened at home, abusers were 6. 
family members and close relatives
15% abused as children7. 
8% had their first sexual experience at age twelve onwards8. 
2 million child prostitutes in India (5-15 years) 9. 

In India Uttar Pradesh has achieved the dubious distinction of 
reporting the maximum number of child sexual abuse and rape 
cases and the national capital comes a close second. The country’s 
largest state in  terms of population has reported 61 child sex abuse 
cases and 900 cases of rape of children with Delhi coming next 
with 52 child sexual abuse and 301 rape cases, according to the 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR).
While the figures for child sexual abuse are a compilation since 
the inception of the NCPCR in 2007, the number of rape cases 
are for the year 2008. Andhra Pradesh reported 16 abuse and 412 
rape cases, Bihar 15 and 91 and Madhya Pradesh 18 and 892.The 
corresponding figures for Orissa were 22 abuse and 65 rape cases 
while Tamil Nadu and West Bengal reported 14 and 10 abuse 
cases respectively.
India as a developing nation has been engaged in the pursuit of 
development since the dawn of independence. As a result the signs 
of economic growth and social change are evidently visible allover 
the country, although undoubtedly the pitfalls in the development 
can be recognized. The quest ions that arise then are has economic 
growth brought about changes’ in the levels of criminality in India 
and have affluence and deviance moved together and in the same 
direction? This study is. an attempt to understand the relationship 
between socio-economic development and growth of crime in 
Ludhiana district of Punjab.

XII. Limitations of the Study
There will be hardly any study in the areas of social sciences 
which may be free from limitations and so is the case with the 
present study. The main constraints with which the present study 
has been conducted are the following:

This study has the usual limitations of a single students’ 1. 
research project.
The major, limitation of this investigation is that the findings 2. 
are based on the expressed opinions of the respondents.
Due to limited resources and time it was not possible to cover 3. 
wider areas of Punjab. The present study was carried out in 
Ludhiana Central Jail the inferences derived

XIII. Conclusion
Development is one of the ideals and aspirations of all. human 
societies. “It connotes a qualitative and structural change; advancing 
to a higher state. It aims to improve quality of life of citizens. It 
is a comp1ex process. Social and economic development cannot 
survive without each other. Deve1opment has functiona1 as well 
as dysfunctional aspects. Crime is any violation of the law. Crime 
is man is greatest fear after war. It has a quality of oppression and 
generation of fear that even disease and poverty do not.
The growth of crime and deviance and its accelerating momentum 
is an undeniable worldwide phenomenon. A glance at the statistics 
on crime in different countries allowing all omissions and errors 
proves this hypothesis and speaks for its pervasive and persistent 
increasing trend. Increasing rates of criminality disrupt the 
economic and social ‘processes, threaten socia1wel fare systems 
and impair the quality of life of average citizens. Moreover; crime 

has an adverse effect on a country’s economy, diverting assets 
and reducing productivity. Also various new forms of crime have 
emerged.
Development and crime have been together. More development 
means more laws, of their violation. Greater standards of 
materialism, desire for’ money, towards unlawful activities. In 
todays developed world there greater is more insecurity in the 
urban environs more found to grow so more chances living, greater 
more tendencies competitiveness, aggressiveness. The degree of 
criminality seems to be 1inked directly the technological-cultural 
advancement and economic prosperity of the nation. A perplexing 
and major concern of all societies today uninhibited growth of 
crime, whereby this phenomenon could become abnormal and 
dysfunctional.
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