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I. Introduction
District Bilaspur was a princely state for centuries. It comprises 
the entire territory of the former principality of Kahlur. It was 
named after Raja Kahal Chand as 'Kot Kahlur'. In about 1653 
Raja Dip Chand shifted capital from Sunhani to Vyaspur, present 
name Bilaspur appears to be its degenerated form .
Princes of Bilaspur state has their own style of governance 
and was disconnected from British impact directly. British 
government extended its interferences only to maintain order, 
when circumstances overpower the feudal power over its subjects. 
People of Bilaspur were under the constant exploitation of Rajas 
who time and again introduced latest revenue collection measures. 
Begar (forced labour) system was prevalent and situation of law 
and order was not good. Administration of the state and its officials 
were not people friendly. A few princes of Bilaspur state took 
initiations to reform revenue system and land reforms of partial 
nature were introduced. But it did not mark any significant changes 
in the fate of the poor people.  Time and again they had to face 
the administrative and economic sanctions from their lord i.e. The 
Raja. In 1839 under the rule of Kharak Chand who was very much 
oppressive and tyrant, there was a civil war has been led by the 
people . In 1883-1884 Jugga movement  and in 1930  rising against 
unfair imposition of lane revenue are the instances of discontent 
of the people with their rulers. People tried to rise against the 
atrocities of rulers but because of its unorganized nature their 
movements were mercilessly crushed. The conditions of people in 
Bilaspur were very dismal and they were subjected to exploitation. 
Impact of Britishers cannot be traced in this small state until the 
1940s. During the princely rule people had no exposure to the 
freedom movement. Impact of political movement for the first time 
was felt after the Cabinet Mission, when Praja Mandals started 
functioning in the rest of the princely states . Leaders like Daulat 
Ram Sankhyan, Narotam Dutt Shashtri, Sant Ram Kanga, Kanshi 
Ram, Kirpu Ram could read the writing of freedom movement 
and laid the foundation of Bilaspur Praja Mandal on the line of All 
India State People's Conference. The ruler did not accept demands 
forwarded by the Praja Mandal and Satyagraha was launched 
which was suppressed. Raja of Bilaspur followed the policy of 
repression against the Praja Madalists and arrested its leaders.
At last this princely state was taken over under the central 
government administration in October, 1948 , as a separate 
centrally administered unit, subsequently by an Act of Parliament. 
It was merged in Himachal Pradesh on 1st July, 1954 , and has 
been made a separate district of hill state.
Area of Bilaspur District is 1167 Sq. Kms. And number of souls in 
this district is 340885 with the density of 292 persons per sq. kms 
.  Total households in the district are 65750 and household size 
is 5. Male lation of the district is 171263 and Female population 
is 169622. Sex ratio is 990 females per 1000 males. Proportion 
of rural population is 93.6% and proportion of urban population 
is 6.4% Proportion of SCs population is 25.4% STs population 
is 2.7% . Population of Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in the 
district is 17248 persons . Literacy rate in the district is 77.8% 
among males it is 86.6% and among females it is 69,5%. Work 
participation rate in the district is 48.9%. Proportion of main 
workers is 32.5% Marginal workers 16.4% and non-workers is 
51.1%. Proportion of cultivators to total workers is 68.5% and 

proportion of agricultural labourers to total workers is 1.8%. 
Proportion of workers in household industries to total workers 
is 1.6% and percentage of other workers to total workers is 28.1 
% .
Religion wise breakup of District Bilaspur is 97.3% Hindus, 
1.7% Muslims, 0.8% Sikhs and 0.1% Buddhists . Bilaspur is 
part of Hamirpur Parliamentary constituency and it is a general 
constituency. Total strength of members of Legislative Assembly 
from Bilaspur is 4, including 1 (Gherwin) reserved for Scheduled 
Castes . District has two Sub-divisions, 3 Tehsils and 1 sub-Tehsil 
. In 3 Development Blocks of the district there are 136 offices of 
gram Panchayats, 3 of Panchayat Samiti and 1 of Zila Parishad. 
At Panchayat level there are 962 total wards/constituencies. Total 
number of reserved seats for SCs, STs and women are 408, for as 
Gram Panchayat members, SCs 254, General 115, Women 139, 
STs 24, General 12 and Women 12, for General category women 
230 seats are reserved as Panchayat members in these wards OBCs, 
have no reservation as Panchayat members.
In 136 Gram Panchayats 71 offices are reserved for the post of 
Chairpersons of SCs, STs, OBCs and Women. 35 offices are 
reserved for SCs, 22 for general and 13 for women, OBCs have 
5 seats reserved (3 for general and 2 for women). STs, have no seats 
reserved in Chairpersons category. General category women have 
31 seats reserved for Chairpersons in this district. At Panchayat 
Samiti level there are 93 wards or constituencies. Total SCs 
members of these Samiti are 24, General 16 and women 8, while 
Schedule Tribes have no seat reserved.
OBCs have 3 seats. General 1 women 2, General category women 
have 21 seats reserved as members in Panchayat Samitis. In 3 
Development  Blocks of district Bilaspur 1 seats in reserved for the 
post of chairperson in Panchayat Samiti and that seat is reserved for 
Scheduled Castes women. For 1 Zila Parishad in this district there 
are 14 wards/constituencies. Total SCs members are 4, General 
2 and women 2, Scheduled Tribes have no seats reserved while 
OBCs have 1 seat reserved and that is for women. General category 
women have 2 seats reserved .
Agriculture is main occupation of the people of Bilaspur and 
they also grow vegetables in addition to maize, wheat and paddy. 
Beside it people are also earning their livelihood from the fisheries 
production. Government employment in the district is pretty 
high and people also prefer employment in the armed forces. 
Gobind Sagar Lake is a main spot of fish production in Bilaspur 
in particular and Himachal Pradesh in general.
Tehsil Bilaspur Sadar is adjoining to Bilaspur town and is a tehsil 
headquarter. It sends two members to Legislative Assembly, one 
from Bilaspur Sadar and other one from Kot Kehloor, which had 
historical significance in erstwhile Bilaspur state. Because of the 
proximity of this tehsil to the capital of erstwhile Bilaspur state 
and now of district headquarter people of this area have better 
exposure of the outside world than to the people of rest of two 
Tehsils. Freedom fighters, Narotom Dutt Shashtri, Daulat Ram 
Sankhyan and Sant Ram Kanga, who later on laid the foundation 
of Bilaspur Praja Mandal, all belong to this area. They actively 
participated in freedom movement, and mobilized the people of 
Bilaspur against the imperialistic forces of Britishers and feudal 
forces of the Raja of Bilaspur state. The freedom fighters played an 
important role in Praja Mandal movement and were the exponents 
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of separate identity for the people of Himachal Pradesh in Indian 
Union: All these activities of the freedom fighters and the people 
of the Bilaspur Sadar in particular and people of Bilaspur state in 
general became practical implication when Bilaspur was merged 
with Himachal Pradesh on 1st July 1954.   
Hindu constituted the major religious community, Muslims and 
Sikhs stands second and third in their numerical strength in Tehsil 
Sadar. Caste wise Rajputs, Brahamins and Scheduled Castes are 
the inhabitants of Bilaspur Sadar. Scheduled Tribes population is 
very less in number in this Tehsil.                                              
Area of Tehsil Bilaspur Sadar is 17782 Hectares , total population 
is 97622, out of which male population is 50338 and female 
population is 47284. Sex ratio is 939 females per 1000 males. 
Total households are 18076 and average household size is 5. Rural 
population is 86.6% and urban population is 13.4%. Scheduled 
Castes population is 23.9% whereas Scheduled Tribe's population 
is 0.4% OBC's population has not been marked separately as it has 
been given only at district level. Literacy rate of Sadar Tehsil is 
77.3% among males it is 86.2% and among females it is 67.9%. 
Work participation rate is 43.7% and proportion of main workers 
is 32.7%. Proportion of marginal workers is 11% and proportion 
of non-workers is 56.3%. Proportion of cultivators to total workers 
is 58.7%, proportion of Agricultural Labourers to total workers 
is 1.2%, proportion of workers in households industries to total 
workers is 1.5% and percentage of other workers to total workers 
is 38.6% .
In Sadar Block there are 54 Gram Panchayats, in these Panchayats 
there are 374 wards/constituencies for the members of gram 
Panchayats. Total strength of reserved wards for SCs, STs, and 
women are, 203. Scheduled Castes have 101 reserved wards, 46 
General and 55 for women SCs, STs have 15 reserved wards, 7 
General and 8 for Women STs. General category women have 
87 wards reserved as members in Gram Panchayats in Sadar 
Block. Number of offices for Chairpersons reserved category in 
54 Panchayats are 27, Scheduled Castes have 14 offices reserved, 9 
for General and 5 for women SCs, women of General category have 
13 offices reserved as Chairperson of Gram Panchayats. However, 
there is no office reserved for STs and OBCs in Sadar Block. At the 
Panchayat Samiti level, Sadar Block has 36 wards/constituencies. 
In these wards 9 seats are reserved for SCs category, 6 general 
and 3 women SCs. Scheduled Tribes and other Backward classes 
have no representation in Block Development Committee. General 
category women have 9 representatives in Panchayat Samiti Sadar 
Office of Chairperson at Panchayat Samiti level is reserved for 
women. There are 2 wards/constituencies for the members of Zila 
Parishad in Sadar Block, one seat is open for male general category 
and one seat is reserved for general category women .
From Sadar Block in Bilaspur district we selected two Panchayats 
one is Kandraur and other one is Namhal Panchayat. Gram 
Panchayat Kandraur is 14 kms. away from tehsil Sadar and Bilaspur 
town. Area of Kandraur Panchayat is 592 Hectare which covers 
4 revenue villages . This Panchayat is reserve for the Scheduled 
Castes. Hindu community dominates the Panchayat and Muslims 
have few families in this Panchayat. There are only two religious 
communities in this area under study. In four revenue villages of 
this Panchayat total number of wards is 7. There is one elected 
Panchayat President and Vice-President, For Block Development 
Council in this Panchayat there is one male member who belongs 
to Scheduled Castes Community and for Zila Parishad there 
is one male member who belongs to higher caste. Under four 
revenue villages there are nine small villages which comprises 
total 13 villages big and small. Household size is approximately 

five persons and every village comprises approximately 12 to 70 
houses. Population of Kandor Panchyat is 2734 persons. Male 
population 1357 and female population is 1293. Total households 
in the Panchayat are 619. General category has 1814 persons, Male 
905 and female 909 and total households of general category are 
395. Muslims are included in general category and they have total 
124 persons, male 65 and female 59 and they have 26 households. 
Population of Scheduled Castes is 705, Male 365 and female 
340, the constitute 172 households. OBC have 91 persons, 47 
males and 44 female, they comprises 26 households . Caste wise 
Panchayat is inhabited by Rajputs, Brahamins, Lohars, Dumnas, 
Julahas, Chamars, Nais and Jhinwars . Rajputs constitutes majority 
followed by Brahamins, Scheduled Castes and OBC. People of 
this Panchayat prefer government of people is agriculture; beside 
it they also grow seasonal vegetables.
Gram Panchayat Namohol is 23 kms. away from district 
headquarter Bilaspur. Area of Namhal Panchayat is 851 Hectares. 
It covers 6 revenue villages . Panchayat is inhabited by one 
religious community i.e. Hindu. It has 6 revenue villages and 
total numbers of wards is 7. This Panchayat is open for general 
category and it has one elected President and a Vice-President. For 
Block Development Council this ward is open for general category 
while ward of Zila Parishad is reserved, for general category 
women. Under 6 revenue villages there are 5 other villages and 
total numbers of villages stands 11. Villages comprise minimum 
30 houses to maximum 200 houses and average household size 
is 5 persons. Population of Namohol Panchayat is 2566 persons, 
male 1299 and female 1267. Number of total households is 526 
General category has 2160 persons, male 1090 and female 1070 
and total households belonging to this category are 444. Population 
of Schedule Castes is 401 persons, male 206 and female 195 and 
total households of SCs, are 81. OBCs have only one household 
and their strength stands at 5, 3 male and 2 female persons . Caste 
wise it is inhabited by Rajputs, Brahamins, Khatris, Kumhars, 
Chamars, Julahas, Dumna-s and Kolis . Rajputs constitutes 
majority, Brahamins comes at second followed by Scheduled 
Castes and Other Backward Classes. People of this Panchayat 
prefer government jobs; some does their own business. Agriculture 
is the main occupation of people in this Panchayat.

II. Voters and Contestants of Bilaspur District (Kandraur 
Panchayat)
This question deals with the political affiliation of the voters 
of Kandraur Panchayat in Bilaspur Sadar Block of District 
Bilaspur.

Table 1: Showing Political Affiliation of Voters of Kandraru 
Panchayat

Table 2: Showing Political Affiliation of Contestants of Kandraur 
Panchayat

Table 1 and 2, show the political affiliation of the voters of Kandraur 
Panchayat of Bilaspur Sadar Block. Table 1 shows 56.66% voters 
are members of political party, while 43.33% have no affiliation 
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with any political party. Among 56.66% members 5(29.41%) 
belong to Indian National Congress and 12(70.59%) belong to 
Bhartiya Janata Party.
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